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Education
2013–2017 PhD in Linguistics, Leiden University & Meertens Institute.

Title: Typological tendencies in verse and their cognitive grounding. Overview: I com-
bine computational text mining and behavioural experiments to analyse widespread
features of songs and poetry (final strictness, chunking, text-to-tune alignment). Super-
visors: M. van Oostendorp & J. Rooryck.

2010–2012 3-year Degree in Linguistics (180 ECTS), Université Paris 8 (St Denis).
Focus: phonology, metrics and textsetting.

2007–2012 5-year Degree in Ethnomusicology (325 ECTS), ESMuC (Barcelona).
Focus: categorization processes in music (e.g. genre construction).

Computer skills
OS Main working environment is Linux (good command of terminal); also have

experience with Mac and Windows.

Analysis R environment (extensive experience with analysis and plotting) • Python (profi-
cient) •ML (some experience with Keras; Scikit-Learn; TensorFlow) • SQL (both
database design and queries) • Bash.

Web Basic experience with: XML • JSON • HTML • JavaScript.

Audio Praat, ELAN, Audacity.

Other Git version control, LATEX (advanced), LilyPond, Gimp.

Language skills
Actively used for communication

Native Basque, Spanish.

Very fluent English, French, Catalan.

Fluent Dutch, Italian.

Basic comprehension and meta-linguistic knowledge
Not-fluent Swahili, German, Portuguese, Gamilaraay, Iraqw, Sanskrit, Latin.

Teaching
2018–2019 BA and MA courses in Linguistics (lecturer), Leiden University.

Bilingualism; Romance syntax; MA research seminar; Language contact.

2017 Language, music and text-setting (teaching assistant), Leiden University.

2014–2015 Introductory courses in Linguistics (teaching assistant), Leiden University.
Phonetics & Phonology; Syntax; Dialectal variation in Spanish.

Grants
2009 J. Zelaia Letamendi research grant on music studies (€9,000).

One-year grant to conduct a research project on the prosody of Basque songs. Output:
acoustic analysis at the syllabic level of a corpus of solo songs; online monograph.
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Additional training
2016 Summer school in descriptive linguistics, University of Leiden.

Courses: Descriptive linguistics (Mous) • Tone analysis (Kutsch Lojenga) • Field methods
[Mafa, Chadic] (Rapold) •Macro-Comparative linguistics (Starostin).

2016 Research stay, Australian National University, Canberra.
Work on a typological database of verse templates. Also followed courses: Languages of
the Himalayan area (Donohue) • Fieldwork practice on Bumthang [Bodic, Sino-Tibetan]
(Donohue) • Gamilaraay [Pama-Nyungan] language course (Giacon).

2013–2015 LOT summer and winter schools, Organised by the Netherlands Graduate
School of Linguistics and the Universities of: Groningen (2013), Amsterdam-VU
(2014), Radboud (2014), Amsterdam-UvA (2015), and Leuven (2015).
Courses: Articulation using ultrasound (Scobbie) •Mixed-effects modelling (Wieling)
• Language comparison in the big data era (Cysouw) • Word and sentence prosody
(Gussenhoven) • Genetics of language and speech (Dediu, Vernes) • Language and music
(Fedorenko) • Neurobiology of language (Hagoort) • Acquisition of phonology (Fikkert)
• CLARIN for linguists (Odijk et al.) •Mechanisms of Language Change (de Smet).

Publications
{ deCastro-Arrazola, V. and S. Kirby (2019). “The emergence of verse templates through

iterated learning”. In: Journal of Language Evolution 4.1, pp. 28–43. doi: 10.1093/jole/
lzy013.

{ deCastro-Arrazola, V. (2018). “Testing the robustness of final strictness in verse lines”.
In: Studia Metrica et Poetica 5.2, pp. 55–76. doi: 10.12697/smp.2018.5.2.03. url:
https://doi.org/10.12697/smp.2018.5.2.03.

{ deCastro-Arrazola, V., P. van Kranenburg, and B. Janssen (2015). “Computational textsetting
analysis of Dutch folk songs”. In: Proceedings of the 5th International Workshop on Folk
Music Analysis. Ed. by O. Adam and D. Cazau. Paris: Association Dirac, pp. 51–55. url:
https://fma2015.sciencesconf.org/.

{ deCastro-Arrazola, V., E. Cavirani, K. Linke, and F. Torres-Tamarit (2015). “A typological
study of vowel interactions in Basque”. In: Isogloss: A journal on variation of Romance and
Iberian languages 2.1, pp. 147–177. doi: 10.5565/rev/isogloss.19.

{ deCastro-Arrazola, V. (2015). “A methodological proposal for the study of textsetting: the
case of Basque”. In: Text and Tune: On the Association of Music and Lyrics in Sung Verse. Ed. by
Teresa Proto, Paolo Canettieri, and Gianluca Valenti. Bern: Peter Lang, pp. 171–181. doi:
10.3726/978-3-0351-0838-5. url: https://www.peterlang.com/view/title/36253.

Talks and posters
2017.09 The emergence of verse templates through iterated learning [poster], Minds,

Mechanisms and Interaction in the Evolution of Language, Max Planck Institute
for Psycholinguistics.

2016.05 Final strictness and the detection of deviants in pseudo-verse lines [talk],
NordMetrik Conference, University of Helsinki.

2015.03 A repository of verse templates: Documenting and encoding verse grammars
[talk], The Structure of Verse Workshop, Leiden University.

2015.03 XML schema proposal for encoding verse corpora [talk], The Structure of
Verse Workshop, Leiden University.

2012.02 The prosody of Basque songs: a methodological proposal [talk], Metrics, Mu-
sic and Mind: Linguistic, Metrical and Cognitive Implications in Sung Verse,
Sapienza Università di Roma.
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